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Ferdowsi, the Mongols and the History of Iran Jan 15 2021 I.B.Tauris in association with the Iran Heritage
Foundation Iran's rich cultural heritage has been shaped over many centuries by its rich and eventful history. This
impressive book, which assembles contributions by some of the world's most eminent historians, art historians
and other scholars of the Iranian world, explores the history of the country through the prism of Persian literature,
art and culture. The result is a seminal work which illuminates important, yet largely neglected, aspects of
Medieval and Early Modern Iran and the Middle East. Its scope, from the era of Ferdowsi, Iran's national epic poet
and the author of the Shahnameh to the period of the Mongols, Timurids, Safavids, Zands and Qajars, examines
the interaction between mythology, history, historiography, poetry, painting and craftwork in the long narrative of
the Persianate experience. As such, Ferdowsi, the Mongols and the History of Iran is essential reading and a
reference point for students and scholars of Iranian history, Persian literature and the arts of the Islamic World.
The Indus Valley and Early Iran May 19 2021
Iran Apr 05 2020 Unlike much of the instant analysis that appeared at the time of the Iranian revolution, Iran:
From Religious Dispute to Revolution is based upon extensive fieldwork carried out in Iran. Michael M. J. Fischer
draws upon his rich experience with the mullahs and their students in the holy city of Qum, composing a picture of
Iranian society from the inside̶the lives of ordinary people, the way that each class interprets Islam, and the role
of religion and religious education in the culture. Fischerʼs book, with its new introduction updating arguments for
the post-Revolutionary period, brings a dynamic view of a society undergoing metamorphosis, which remains
fundamental to understanding Iranian society in the early twenty-first century.
Islam in Iran Jul 29 2019 A scholarly and authoritative history of the emergence and growth of Islam in Iran during
the early and later medieval periods. This book, by I. P. Petrushevsky, the foremost Soviet Iranologist, was
originally published in Russia in 1966. After discussing the Arabian environment in which the faith of Islam arose,
and the character--legal, social and doctrinal--of the new message, the author moves on to trace the peculiarly
Iranian development of Islamic beliefs, the schisms which arose in its early history, and the eventual creation of a
Sunni orthodoxy. Written from the Russian perspective, with Russia's long contact with Iranian and Turkish
Muslim neighbors, it provides a stimulating and salutary balance to the study of the Islamic world.
The Archaeology of Iran from the Palaeolithic to the Achaemenid Empire Jul 09 2020 The Archaeology of Iran
from the Palaeolithic to the Archaemenid Empire is the first modern academic study to provide a synthetic,

diachronic analysis of the archaeology and early history of all of Iran from the Palaeolithic period to the end of the
Achaemenid Empire at 330 BC. Drawing on the authorsʼ deep experience and engagement in the world of Iranian
archaeology, and in particular on Iran-based academic networks and collaborations, this book situates the
archaeological evidence from Iran within a framework of issues and debates of relevance today. Such topics
include human‒environment interactions, climate change and societal fragility, the challenges of urban living,
individual and social identity, gender roles and status, the development of technology and craft specialisation and
the significance of early bureaucratic practices such as counting, writing and sealing within the context of evolving
societal formations. Richly adorned with more than 500 illustrations, many of them in colour, and accompanied by
a bibliography with more than 3000 entries, this book will be appreciated as a major research resource for anyone
concerned to learn more about the role of ancient Iran in shaping the modern world.
Comprehensive History of the Jews of Iran Jun 19 2021 "This book, the first comprehensive source on an
important topic, not only describes briefly the history of Jews in ancient Iran (Persia) but covers all periods,
particularly the 19th and 20th centuries."--BOOK JACKET.
Early Mongol Rule in Thirteenth-century Iran Jun 07 2020 An account of the re-emergence of Persia as a world
player and the reassertion of its cultural, political and spiritual links with Turkic Lands, this book opposes the way
in which, for too long, the whole period of Mongol domination of Iran has been viewed from a negative standpoint.
Though arguably the initial irruption of the Mongols brought little comfort to those in its path, this is not the case
with the second 'invasion' of the Chinggisids. This study demonstrates that HÃ¼legÃ¼ Khan was welcomed as a
king and a saviour after the depredations of his predecessors, rather than as a conqueror, and that the initial
decades of his dynasty's rule were characterised by a renaissance in the cultural life of the Iranian plateau.
The Comparative Stratigraphy of Early Iran Jul 01 2022
Iran and Its Histories. From the Beginnings Through the Achaemenid Empire Jul 21 2021
A History of Iran Nov 12 2020 Iran is a land of contradictions. It is an Islamic republic, but one in which only 1.4
percent of the population attend Friday prayers. IranÕs religious culture encompasses the most censorious and
dogmatic ShiÕa Muslim clerics in the world, yet its poetry insistently dwells on the joys of life: wine, beauty, sex.
Iranian women are subject to one of the most restrictive dress codes in the Islamic world, but make up nearly 60
percent of the student population of the nationÕs universities. In A History of Iran, acclaimed historian Michael
Axworthy chronicles the rich history of this complex nation from the Achaemenid Empire of sixth century B.C. to
the present-day Islamic Republic. In engaging prose, this revised editionÊexplains the military, political, religious,
and cultural forces that have shaped one of the oldest continuing civilizations in the world, bringing us up modern
times. Concluding with an assessment of the immense changes the nation has undergone since the revolution in
1979, including a close look at IranÕs ongoing attempts to become a nuclear power, A History of Iran offers
general readers an essential guide to understanding this volatile nation, which is once again at the center of the
worldÕs attention.
Tribes and Empire on the Margins of Nineteenth-Century Iran Sep 22 2021 Tribes and Empire on the Margins of
Nineteenth-Century Iran traces the history of the Bakhtiyari tribal confederacy of the Zagros Mountains through
momentous times that saw the opening of their territory to the outside world. As the Qajar dynasty sought to
integrate the peoples on its margins into the state, the British Empire made commercial inroads into the once
inaccessible mountains on the frontier between Iran and Iraq. The distance between the state and the tribes was
narrowed through imperial projects that included the building of a road through the mountains, the gathering of
geographical and ethnographic information, and the exploration for oil, which culminated during the Iranian
Constitutional Revolution. These modern projects assimilated autonomous pastoral nomadic tribes on the
peripheries of Qajar Iran into a wider imperial territory and the world economy. Tribal subjects did not remain
passive amidst these changes in environment and society, however, and projects of empire in the hinterlands of
Iran were always mediated through encounters, accommodation, and engagement with the tribes. In contrast to
the range of literature on the urban classes and political center in Qajar Iran, Arash Khazeni adopts a view from
the Bakhtiyari tents on the periphery. Drawing upon Persian chronicles, tribal histories, and archival sources from
London, Tehran, and Isfahan, this book opens new ground by approaching nineteenth-century Iran from its edge
and placing the tribal periphery at the heart of a tale about empire and assimilation in the modern Middle East.
Philosophy in Early Safavid Iran Aug 29 2019 This book is about a Muslim Shiʼi philosopher of the early 16th
century, Najm al-Din Mahmud al-Nayrizi. Educated in Shiraz, he became interested in Avicennan and
Suhrawardian philosophy. Apart from Nayrizi, the present study introduces his contemporary philosophers and
provides an outlines of the main philosophical challenges of the time.
Witches, Whores, and Sorcerers Oct 24 2021 Early Iranians believed evil had to have a source outside of God,
which led to the concept of an entity as powerful and utterly evil as God is potent and good. These two forces,

good and evil, which have always vied for superiority, needed helpers in this struggle. According to the
Zoroastrians, every entity had to take sides, from the cosmic level to the microcosmic self. One of the results of
this battle was that certain humans were thought to side with evil. Who were these allies of that great Evil Spirit?
Women were inordinately singled out. Male healers were forbidden to deal with female health disorders because
of the fear of the polluting power of feminine blood. Female healers, midwives, and shamans were among those
who were accused of collaborating with the Evil Spirit, because they healed women. Men who worked to prepare
the dead were also suspected of secret evil. Evil even showed up as animals such as frogs, snakes, and bugs of
all sorts, which scuttled to the command of their wicked masters. This first comprehensive study of the concept of
evil in early Iran uncovers details of the Iranian struggle against witchcraft, sorcery, and other "evils," beginning
with their earliest texts.
The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Iran Dec 02 2019 Iran's heritage is as varied as it is complex, and the
archaeological, philological, and linguistic scholarship of the region has not been the focus of a comprehensive
study for many decades. The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Iran provides up-to-date, authoritative essays on a
wide range of topics extending from the earliest Paleolithic settlements in the Pleistocene era to the Arab
conquest in the 7th century AD. The volume, authored by specialists based both inside and outside of Iran, is
divided into sections covering prehistory, the Chalcolithic, the Bronze Age, the Iron Age, the Achaemenid period,
the Seleucid and Arsacid periods, the Sasanian period, and the Arab conquest. In addition, more specialized
chapters are included which treat numismatics, religion, languages, political ideology, calendrics, the use of color,
textiles, Sasanian silver and reliefs, and political relations with Rome and Byzantium. No other single volume
covers as much of Iran's archaeology and history with the same degree of authority. Drawing on the results of the
latest fieldwork in Iran and studies by scholars from around the world, this volume addresses a longstanding gap
in the literature of the ancient Near East.
The History of Iran Aug 02 2022 Discusses the political and economic aspects of each period as well as the
social and cultural milieu, and includes a timeline, brief biographical notes on key players, and a bibliographic
essay.
Early Mongol Rule in Thirteenth-Century Iran Apr 29 2022 An account of the re-emergence of Persia as a world
player and the reassertion of its cultural, political and spiritual links with Turkic Lands, this book opposes the way
in which, for too long, the whole period of Mongol domination of Iran has been viewed from a negative standpoint.
Though arguably the initial irruption of the Mongols brought little comfort to those in its path, this is not the case
with the second 'invasion' of the Chinggisids. This study demonstrates that Hülegü Khan was welcomed as a king
and a saviour after the depredations of his predecessors, rather than as a conqueror, and that the initial decades
of his dynasty's rule were characterised by a renaissance in the cultural life of the Iranian plateau.
Negotiating with Iran Aug 10 2020 John Limbert steps up with a pragmatic yet positive assessment of how to
engage Iran. Through four detailed case studies of past successes and failures, he draws lessons for today's
negotiators and outlines 14 principles to guide the American who finds himself in a negotiation--commercial,
political, or other--with an Iranian counterpart.
Iran in the Early Islamic Period May 31 2022 This book presents a translation of Bertold Spulerʼs groundbreaking
work on the transformation of Iran from a Persian Zoroastrian Empire to a province of the Arab Muslim Empire to
a land divided by a number of Persian and Turkish kingdoms.
The 'History of the Kings of the Persians' in Three Arabic Chronicles Feb 02 2020 This book translates the
sections on pre-Islamic Persia in three Muslim Arabic chronicles, those of Ahmad al-Ya'qubi (d. ca. 910), 'Ali alMas'udi (d. ca. 960) and Hamza al-Isfahani (d. ca. 960s). Their accounts, like those of many other Muslim
historians on this topic, draw on texts that were composed in the period 750-850 bearing the title 'The History of
the Kings of the Persians'. These works served a growing audience of well-to-do Muslim bureaucrats and scholars
of Persian ancestry, who were interested in their heritage and wished to make it part of the historical outlook of
the new civilization that was emerging in the Middle East, namely Islamic civilization. This book explores the
question of how knowledge about ancient Iran was transmitted to Muslim historians, in what forms it circulated
and how it was shaped and refashioned for the new Perso-Muslim elite that served the early Abbasid caliphs in
Baghdad, a city that was built only a short distance away from the old Persian capital of Seleucia-Ctesiphon.
The Baha'i Communities of Iran 1851-1921 Volume 2: The South of Iran Jun 27 2019 The early histories of all the
Baha'i communities of southern Iran are narrated here for the first time. Drawing on original sources including
manuscript histories, letters, family records and material previously published only in Persian, Dr Moojan Momen
provides a panoramic yet detailed account of the largest and the smallest Baha'i communities during the period
1851 to 1921. During this time they acquired characteristics that differentiated them from the rest of the population
- their ethos and outlook, their system of administration and social institutions - and the persecution they faced as

a result. The study of the religious minorities in Iran is still at an early stage. In particular, the Baha'i community
has received relatively little attention, despite being the largest non-Muslim minority in Iran. Moojan Momen sets
out to remedy this situation. Using a narrative style, he presents an account of the Baha'i communities in the
southern half of Iran, province by province, during the early years of their formation and development. The starting
point is the execution of the Bab in 1850 and the holocaust of 1852 when the shah gave orders for the
extermination of the Babi community and thousands of Babis were killed. Set against the background of the
turmoil in the social and economic conditions in Iran, the book stretches across the period of the leadership of the
Baha'i community by Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha. The book traces the developments in the Iranian Baha'i
community as it emerged from the Babi community and, under the guidance of Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha,
became less parochial and more global in its outlook, seeking education and raising the position of women in its
local communities. By the period of the leadership of 'Abdu'l-Baha, these communities were making a notable
difference, with the establishment of modern schools, the promotion of the education and social role of women,
the development of health facilities and the building of modern public baths. In all these areas the Baha'is were at
the forefront of modernity and development in Iran. However, each upsurge in the activities of the Baha'i
community resulted in an upsurge of persecution. This book is an important contribution to the knowledge of the
early days of the Baha'i Faith, the development of the largest non-Muslim minority in Iran and the emergence of
modernity in the Middle East.
Society and Culture in the Early Modern Middle East Sep 03 2022 The volume comprises a collection of 20 of the
43 papers presented at the Third International Round Table on Safavid Persia, held at the University of Edinburgh
in August, 1998 and edited by the Round Table's organiser. The Third Round Table, the largest of the series to
date, continued the emphasis of its predecessors on understanding and appreciating the legacy of the Safavid
period by means of exchanges between both established and 'newer' scholars drawn from a variety of fields to
facilitate an exchange of ideas, information, and methodologies across a broad range of academic disciplines
between scholars from diverse disciplines and research backgrounds with a common interest in the history and
culture of this period of Iran's history.
America and Iran Feb 25 2022 A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR • A hugely ambitious,
“delightfully readable, genuinely informative” portrait (The New York Times) of the two-centuries-long entwined
histories of Iran and America̶two powers who were once allies and now adversaries̶by an admired historian
and former journalist. In this rich, fascinating history, John Ghazvinian traces the complex story of the relations
between these two nations back to the Persian Empire of the eighteenth century̶the subject of great admiration
by Thomas Jefferson and John Quincy Adams̶and an America seen by Iranians as an ideal to emulate for their
own government. Drawing on years of archival research both in the United States and Iran̶including access to
Iranian government archives rarely available to Western scholars̶the Iranian-born, Oxford-educated historian
leads us through the four seasons of U.S.‒Iran relations: the spring of mutual fascination; the summer of early
interactions; the autumn of close strategic ties; and the long, dark winter of mutual hatred. Ghazvinian makes
clear where, how, and when it all went wrong. America and Iran shows why two countries that once had such
heartfelt admiration for each other became such committed enemies̶and why it didnʼt have to turn out this way.
Mystics, Monarchs, and Messiahs Aug 22 2021 Focusing on idealists and visionaries who believed that Justice
could reign in our world, this book explores the desire to experience utopia on earth. Reluctant to await another
existence, individuals with ghuluww, or exaggeration, emerged at the advent of Islam, expecting to attain the
apocalyptic horizon of Truth.
The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran Nov 05 2022 Patricia Crone's latest book is about the Iranian response
to the Muslim penetration of the Iranian countryside, the revolts subsequently triggered there, and the religious
communities that these revolts revealed. The book also describes a complex of religious ideas that, however
varied in space and unstable over time, has demonstrated a remarkable persistence in Iran across a period of two
millennia. The central thesis is that this complex of ideas has been endemic to the mountain population of Iran
and occasionally become epidemic with major consequences for the country, most strikingly in the revolts
examined here, and in the rise of the Safavids who imposed Shi'ism on Iran. This learned and engaging book by
one of the most influential scholars of early Islamic history casts entirely new light on the nature of religion in preIslamic Iran, and on the persistence of Iranian religious beliefs both outside and inside Islam after the Arab
conquest.
Theater State and the Formation of Early Modern Public Sphere in Iran Oct 12 2020 This first systematic study of
a wide range of Persian and European archival and primary sources, analyzes how the Muharram rituals changed
from being an orginally devotional practice to public events of political significance, setting the stage for the
emergence of the early modern Iranian public sphere in the Safavid period.

Iran Between Two Revolutions May 07 2020 Emphasizing the interaction between political organizations and
social forces, Ervand Abrahamian discusses Iranian society and politics during the period between the
Constitutional Revolution of 1905-1909 and the Islamic Revolution of 1977-1979. Presented here is a study of the
emergence of horizontal divisions, or socio-economic classes, in a country with strong vertical divisions based on
ethnicity, religious ideology, and regional particularism. Professor Abrahamian focuses on the class and ethnic
roots of the major radical movements in the modem era, particularly the constitutional movement of the 1900s, the
communist Tudeh party of the 1940s, the nationalist struggle of the early 1950s, and the Islamic upsurgence of
the 1970s. In this examination of the social bases of Iranian politics, Professor Abrahamian draws on archives of
the British Foreign Office and India Office that have only recently been opened; newspaper, memoirs, and
biographies published in Tehran between 1906 and 1980; proceedings of the Iranian Majles and Senate;
interviews with retired and active politicians; and pamphlets, books, and periodicals distributed by exiled groups in
Europe and North America in the period between 1953 and 1980. Professor Abrahamian explores the impact of
socio-economic change on the political structure, especially under the reigns of Reza Shah and Muhammad Reza
Shah, and throws fresh light on the significance of the Tudeh party and the failure of the Shah's regime from 1953
to 1978.
Early Islamic Iran Nov 24 2021 How did Iran remain distinctively Iranian in the centuries which followed the Arab
Conquest? How did it retain its cultural distinctiveness after the displacement of Zoroastrianism - state religion of
the Persian empire - by Islam? This latest volume in "The Idea of Iran" series traces that critical moment in Iranian
history which followed the transformation of ancient traditions during the country's conversion and initial Islamic
period. Distinguished contributors (who include the late Oleg Grabar, Roy Mottahedeh, Alan Williams and Said
Amir Arjomand) discuss, from a variety of literary, artistic, religious and cultural perspectives, the years around the
end of the first millennium CE, when the political strength of the 'Abbasid Caliphate was on the wane, and when
the eastern lands of the Islamic empire began to be take on a fresh 'Persianate' or 'Perso-Islamic' character. One
of the paradoxes of this era is that the establishment throughout the eastern Islamic territories of new Turkish
dynasties coincided with the genesis and spread, into Central and South Asia, of vibrant new Persian language
and literatures. Exploring the nature of this paradox, separate chapters engage with ideas of kingship, authority
and identity and their fascinating expression through the written word, architecture and the visual arts.
The Culture and Social Institutions of Ancient Iran Sep 10 2020 After reviewing knowledge of Iron Age Iran, the
authors look in detail at the highly developed social institutions of the Achaemenid Empire, most notably at state
administration, agrarian relations, monetary systems, slavery and trade. A wide-ranging discussion of that culture
covers such topics as the religion of the Ancient Iranians, ethnic and cultural contacts with the Achaemenid
Empire, and superstitious and scientific practices in the ancient Near East during the sixth to the fourth centuries
B.C.
The Persian Puzzle Sep 30 2019 In his highly influential book The Threatening Storm, bestselling author Kenneth
Pollack both informed and defined the national debate about Iraq. Now, in The Persian Puzzle, published to
coincide with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Iran hostage crisis, he examines the behind-the-scenes story of
the tumultuous relationship between Iran and the United States, and weighs options for the future. Here Pollack, a
former CIA analyst and National Security Council official, brings his keen analysis and insider perspective to the
long and ongoing clash between the United States and Iran, beginning with the fall of the shah and the seizure of
the American embassy in Tehran in 1979. Pollack examines all the major events in U.S.-Iran relations‒including
the hostage crisis, the U.S. tilt toward Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war, the Iran-Contra scandal, American-Iranian
military tensions in 1987 and 1988, the covert Iranian war against U.S. interests in the Persian Gulf that
culminated in the 1996 Khobar Towers terrorist attack in Saudi Arabia, and recent U.S.-Iran skirmishes over
Afghanistan and Iraq. He explains the strategies and motives from American and Iranian perspectives and tells
how each crisis colored the thinking of both countriesʼ leadership as they shaped and reshaped their policies over
time. Pollack also describes efforts by moderates of various stripes to try to find some way past animosities to
create a new dynamic in Iranian-American relations, only to find that when one side was ready for such a step, the
other side fell short. With balanced tone and insight, Pollack explains how the United States and Iran reached this
impasse; why this relationship is critical to regional, global, and U.S. interests; and what basic political choices are
available as we deal with this important but deeply troubled country.
Ferdowsi, the Mongols and the History of Iran Mar 29 2022 I.B.Tauris in association with the Iran Heritage
Foundation Iran's rich cultural heritage has been shaped over many centuries by its rich and eventful history. This
impressive book, which assembles contributions by some of the world's most eminent historians, art historians
and other scholars of the Iranian world, explores the history of the country through the prism of Persian literature,
art and culture. The result is a seminal work which illuminates important, yet largely neglected, aspects of

Medieval and Early Modern Iran and the Middle East. Its scope, from the era of Ferdowsi, Iran's national epic poet
and the author of the Shahnameh to the period of the Mongols, Timurids, Safavids, Zands and Qajars, examines
the interaction between mythology, history, historiography, poetry, painting and craftwork in the long narrative of
the Persianate experience. As such, Ferdowsi, the Mongols and the History of Iran is essential reading and a
reference point for students and scholars of Iranian history, Persian literature and the arts of the Islamic World.
Archaeology of Iran in the Historical Period Jan 27 2022 This collection of twenty-eight essays presents an up-todate survey of pre-Islamic Iran, from the earliest dynasty of Illam to the end of Sasanian empire, encompassing a
rich diversity of peoples and cultures. Historically, Iran served as a bridge between the earlier Near Eastern
cultures and the later classical world of the Mediterranean, and had a profound influence on political, military,
economic, and cultural aspects of the ancient world. Written by international scholars and drawing mainly on the
field of practical archaeology, which traditionally has shared little in the way of theories and methods, the book
provides crucial pieces to the puzzle of the national identity of Iranian cultures from a historical perspective.
Revealing the wealth and splendor of ancient Iranian society ‒ its rich archaeological data and sophisticated
artistic craftsmanship ‒ most of which has never before been presented outside of Iran, this beautifully illustrated
book presents a range of studies addressing specific aspects of Iranian archaeology to show why the artistic
masterpieces of ancient Iranians rank among the finest ever produced. Together, the authors analyze how
archaeology can inform us about our cultural past, and what remains to still be discovered in this important region.
History of Early Iran Oct 04 2022
The Archaeology of Iran Apr 17 2021 The Archaeology of Iran is the first modern academic study to provide a
synthetic, diachronic analysis of the archaeology and early history of all of Iran from the Palaeolithic period to the
end of the Achaemenid Empire at 330 BC. Drawing on the authors' deep experience and engagement in the world
of Iranian archaeology, and in particular on Iran-based academic networks and collaborations, this book situates
the archaeological evidence from Iran within a framework of issues and debates of relevance today. Such topics
include human-environment interactions, climate change and societal fragility, the challenges of urban living,
individual and social identity, gender roles and status, the development of technology and craft specialisation, and
the significance of early bureaucratic practices such as counting, writing and sealing within the context of evolving
societal formations. Richly adorned with more than 500 illustrations, many of them in colour, and accompanied by
a bibliography with more than 3000 entries, this book will be appreciated as a major research resource for anyone
concerned to learn more about the role of ancient Iran in shaping the modern world.
Cotton, Climate, and Camels in Early Islamic Iran Feb 13 2021 A boom in the production and export of cotton
turned Iran into the richest region of the Islamic caliphate in the ninth and tenth centuries. Yet in the eleventh
century, Iran's primacy ended as its agricultural economy entered a steep decline. Richard W. Bulliet advances
several provocative explanations, for example that the boom in cotton production paralleled the spread of Islam
and that Iran's agricultural decline stemmed from a significant cooling of the climate that lasted more than a
century. Substantiating his argument with innovative quantitative research and scientific discoveries, Bulliet first
establishes the relationship between Iran's cotton industry and Islam and then outlines the evidence for what he
terms the "Big Chill." He then focuses on a lucrative but temperature-sensitive industry of cross-breeding onehumped and two-humped camels, concluding with an unusual concatenation of events that had a profound and
long-lasting impact not just on the history of Iran but on the development of the world.
Iran and the Deccan Oct 31 2019 In the early 1400s, Iranian elites began migrating to the Deccan plateau of
southern India. Lured to the region for many reasons, these poets, traders, statesmen, and artists of all kinds left
an indelible mark on the Islamic sultanates that ruled the Deccan until the late seventeenth century. The result
was the creation of a robust transregional Persianate network linking such distant cities as Bidar and Shiraz,
Bijapur and Isfahan, and Golconda and Mashhad. Iran and the Deccan explores the circulation of art, culture, and
talent between Iran and the Deccan over a three-hundred-year period. Its interdisciplinary contributions consider
the factors that prompted migration, the physical and intellectual poles of connectivity between the two regions,
and processes of adaptation and response. Placing the Deccan at the center of Indo-Persian and early modern
global history, Iran and the Deccan reveals how mobility, liminality, and cultural translation nuance the traditional
methods and boundaries of the humanities.
Making History in Iran Dec 14 2020 Iranian history was long told through a variety of stories and legend, tribal
lore and genealogies, and tales of the prophets. But in the late nineteenth century, new institutions emerged to
produce and circulate a coherent history that fundamentally reshaped these fragmented narratives and dynastic
storylines. Farzin Vejdani investigates this transformation to show how cultural institutions and a growing publicsphere affected history-writing, and how in turn this writing defined Iranian nationalism. Interactions between the
state and a cross-section of Iranian society̶scholars, schoolteachers, students, intellectuals, feminists, and

poets̶were crucial in shaping a new understanding of nation and history. This enlightening book draws on
previously unexamined primary sources̶including histories, school curricula, pedagogical materials, periodicals,
and memoirs̶to demonstrate how the social locations of historians writ broadly influenced their interpretations of
the past. The relative autonomy of these historians had a direct bearing on whether history upheld the status quo
or became an instrument for radical change, and the writing of history became central to debates on social and
political reform, the role of women in society, and the criteria for citizenship and nationality. Ultimately, this book
traces how contending visions of Iranian history were increasingly unified as a centralized Iranian state emerged
in the early twentieth century.
Iran Jan 03 2020 A masterfully researched and compelling history of Iran from the sixteenth century to the twentyfirst
Witches, Whores, and Sorcerers Dec 26 2021 Early Iranians believed evil had to have a source outside of God,
which led to the concept of an entity as powerful and utterly evil as God is potent and good. These two forces,
good and evil, which have always vied for superiority, needed helpers in this struggle. According to the
Zoroastrians, every entity had to take sides, from the cosmic level to the microcosmic self. One of the results of
this battle was that certain humans were thought to side with evil. Who were these allies of that great Evil Spirit?
Women were inordinately singled out. Male healers were forbidden to deal with female health disorders because
of the fear of the polluting power of feminine blood. Female healers, midwives, and shamans were among those
who were accused of collaborating with the Evil Spirit, because they healed women. Men who worked to prepare
the dead were also suspected of secret evil. Evil even showed up as animals such as frogs, snakes, and bugs of
all sorts, which scuttled to the command of their wicked masters. This first comprehensive study of the concept of
evil in early Iran uncovers details of the Iranian struggle against witchcraft, sorcery, and other "evils," beginning
with their earliest texts.
Nationalizing Iran Mar 05 2020 When Naser al-Din Shah, who ruled Iran from 1848 to 1896, claimed the title
Shadow of God on Earth, his authority rested on premodern conceptions of sacred kingship. By 1941, when
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi came to power, his claim to authority as the Shah of Iran was infused with the
language of modern nationalism. In short, between roughly 1870 and 1940, Iran's traditional monarchy was forged
into a modern nation-state.
The Oxford Handbook of Iranian History Mar 17 2021 This Handbook is a current, comprehensive single-volume
history of Iranian civilization. The authors, all leaders in their fields, emphasize the large-scale continuities of
Iranian history while also describing the important patterns of transformation that have characterized Iran's past.
Each of the chapters focuses on a specific epoch of Iranian history and surveys the general political, social,
cultural, and economic issues of that era. The ancient period begins with chapters considering the anthropological
evidence of the prehistoric era, through to the early settled civilizations of the Iranian plateau, and continuing to
the rise of the ancient Persian empires. The medieval section first considers the Arab-Muslim conquest of the
seventh century, and then moves on to discuss the growing Turkish influence filtering in from Central Asia
beginning in the tenth and eleventh centuries. The last third of the book covers Iran in the modern era by
considering the rise of the Safavid state and its accompanying policy of centralization, the introduction of Shi'ism,
the problems of reform and modernization in the Qajar and Pahlavi periods, and the revolution of 1978-79 and its
aftermath. The book is a collaborative exercise among scholars specializing in a variety of sub-fields, and across
a number of disciplines, including history, art history, classics, literature, politics, and linguistics. Here, readers can
find a reliable and accessible narrative that can serve as an authoritative guide to the field of Iranian studies.
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